
Did you know that dogs and cats are considered 
to be seniors when they reach 7 years of age? 
Giant breeds, such as Great Danes and Irish 
Wolfhounds, become seniors at 5 years of age.

Many health changes can occur in dogs and 
cats as they reach their twilight years. Many 
diseases and conditions, if diagnosed early, can 
be treated or managed to increase the quality of 
life of your senior family pet.

Conditions such as arthritis can be painful and 
will reduce the quality of life for your dog and 
cat. Early signs such as not wanting to jump up 
in the car or inability to go on long walks are 
often dismissed as “he is just getting old”. With 
early diagnosis and management we can treat 
arthritis and help your pet live their senior days 
out in comfort and live their life to the fullest!

For the months of July and August, the 
Doubleview Vet Centre are celebrating senior 
pets. In doing so we are offering a heavily 
discounted ‘senior’ health check consisting of a 
consultation, blood and urine test for only $150 to 
aid in identification of many disease processes. 
Please speak to your veterinarian or vet nurse to 
see if your pet applies for this testing!
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Senior Pet Promo

Regular oral hygiene is just as important in our furry friends as it is for ourselves. Periodontal 
disease starts with discoloured teeth and smelly breath, but if left untreated this will progress 
to painful and infected teeth and gums. The presence of bacteria in the mouth is generally 
debilitating for your pet, making them feel unwell, and it can even lead to heart disease.

A daily dental hygiene program is essential to prevent the buildup of tartar and development 
of periodontal disease. This can include brushing the teeth, chews or bones and special diets. 
Regular cleaning of the teeth under an anaesthetic is 
also necessary in many of our patients.

July and August are dental months at Doubleview 
Vet Centre. For the months of July and August, we will 
be providing a dental package at a reduced cost. A pre-
anaesthetic monitoring blood test and perioperative fluids will 
be inclusive in the package as well as some take 
home dental goodies for your beloved pet. We 
look forward to sending your pets home with clean 
teeth and a fresh breath! Contact us for more information and to 
book a complimentary dental check in July or August with one 
of our qualified Vet Nurses.

July & August are Dental Months!
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FELINE DERMATITIS
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MEET SAXON….  
OUR PATIENT OF THE MONTH

Saxon is a friendly and fun-loving 18 month old Schnauzer who loves to 
eat river stones. Although most of the time the stones have passed straight 
through, earlier this year Saxon was not so lucky.

Saxon’s parents were understandably concerned when he became unwell. 
He was vomiting and very depressed so they brought him straight to 
Doubleview Vet Centre. An abdominal radiograph showed a large stone 
lodged in his intestine, causing him to have a blockage. Saxon was taken 
in for emergency surgery to remove the stone. After a few days of intensive 
treatment in hospital Saxon made a full recovery!

Thankfully for Saxon’s Mum and Dad, they had taken out pet insurance when 
he was a puppy. Pet insurance covers accidents and illnesses, which can 
often result in costly vet bills. Doubleview Vet Centre highly recommends all 
pets have health insurance!

If you have any questions regarding pet insurance or your pets health, please 
call Doubleview Vet Centre on 9341 1200.

If your cat is excessively scratching, losing hair or over 
grooming resulting in redness or sores on their skin they 
may have feline dermatitis.

There are a number of causes of feline dermatitis with flea 
bite hypersensitivity (flea allergy dermatitis) being the most 
common. Other causes of feline dermatitis include;

 Bacterial infections  Inhalant allergens
 Poor diet/dietary intolerances  Ringworm
 Environmental allergens  Yeast infections
 Drug hypersensitivity  Ear mites

Due to the numerous causes of feline dermatitis, diagnosis 
is often by exclusion and begins with a clinical examination. 
This allows the veterinarian to identify the location of redness 
and or skin lesions which can most often help to identify the 
cause.

If areas of concern are mostly around the base of the tail, 
fleas are often an underlying cause or complicating factor. If 
the area of concern is localised around the ears and head, 
ear mites are of greater consideration.

To further identify the cause of dermatitis, your veterinarian 
may examine coat brushings, skin scrapes or hair samples. 

Diet trials are often performed to aid in ruling out dietary 
causes of skin conditions. This form of investigation can 
take up to 6-8weeks to gain a result, however diet trials often 
prove to be a successful diagnostic tool identifying food 
related allergies. Further testing may include blood tests to 
investigate for any underlying medical conditions that may 
be causing skin problems.

Allergy testing is available and performed by a dermatologist 
to see if inhalant or environmental antigens are a cause. 
This form of investigation is usually performed once external 
parasites, food allergens, drug sensitivity and underlying 
medical conditions are ruled out.

For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons’ issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 
9341 1200.

We are alSo on the WeB
www.doubleviewvet.com.au
doubleviewvet@iinet.net.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!



BON VOyAgE  
& SALUTE!
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We welcome a few new members to the Doubleview team 
this year, and a few of us are travelling and taking part in 
further education.

Laura Gillepsie joined us earlier this year to complement our 
wonderful team of veterinary nurses. Laura is an experienced 
nurse from the UK who has brought a lot of enthusiasm and 
knowledge to the team.

Robyn Smith, our practice manager, had an extended 
holiday overseas to celebrate her 30th birthday.

Eimear Guidera is a passionate and experienced nurse from 
Ireland, who helped keep things running smoothly while 
Robyn was away on holidays. Eimear will return to help us 
out while Kerry is competing at the national Sled dog Racing 
Championships in Canberra. We wish her, ‘Stig’ and ‘Beccy’ 
all the very best!

Helen Gordon is still on maternity leave enjoying some time 
with her beautiful son Miles, and she will rejoin the team 
later in the year.

Angela Terlato has been training with us for about two years, 
and last year she completed her nursing studies. She is now 
a valuable full-time member of our team.

We have another new addition to our nursing team. Lorraine 
joins us as a trainee vet nurse while she completes her 
studies.

Our veterinary team are also excited for the year ahead 
with Dr Veronica Peck recently departing on travels to the 
UK and Europe where she hopes to experience general 
practice in the land of Dr James Herriot. Dr Veronica will be 
joining us back in sunny Oz in January. Dr Vanessa Morris 
is welcomed and will be temporarily replacing Dr. Veronica.

Dr Candice Gelmi is working closely with the surgical 
specialists from WAVeS to further her special interest in 
orthopaedic surgery.

Dr Karin Nygren is continuing to use acupuncture as an 
adjunctive treatment for our arthritic pets especially over the 
winter months.

Dr Karen Bomford has recently attended the Australian 
Veterinary Association National Conference in Cairns 
and has bought back invaluable information to share with 
colleagues to help provide the best care for your pets.

My pets don’t need private health insurance….or do they?
Your pets may need it more than you think. There are no public hospitals for your pets. So what happens 
when you have an emergency involving your pet? Do you currently have funds put away that you can access 
incase they’re needed at the time of an emergency?

We regularly hear from clients that they don’t feel pet insurance is necessary as their dog never goes out 
without a lead on or that their cat never leaves the house and garden; but we all know accidents do happen.

Pet insurance often covers accident, illness and injury sustained to your pet while 
they are covered by an existing insurance policy. Some companies will also cover 
a portion of preventative health care so it is important to investigate what each 
insurance company is offering and what suits yourself and your pet best.

If your pets are insured, it removes many financial issues from the 
decision making process so you can concentrate on what’s best 
for your pet rather than worry about many of the associated costs.

We insure our cars, our houses and ourselves. Doesn’t it make good 
sense to have all the members of the family insured?

The need for pet insurance has never been more important than it 
is today. Speak to your vet or vet nurse in regards to insuring your 
beloved family member.

PET INSURANcE
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With the approach of wintery weather and thunderstorms 
many of our canine friends will be suffering from the effects 
of dog thunderstorm phobia, and other noise phobias 
such as fireworks. Affected dogs exhibit a range of signs 
including panting, whining and pacing, and some progress 
to full-blown panic attacks in which they can sustain injuries.

Unfortunately there is not a quick fix for noise and 
thunderstorm phobia, but the good news is that with early 
intervention and appropriate help from their owners, many 
dogs can learn to cope with and sometimes even overcome 
their phobia.

What you can do to help your dog if he or she has 
thunderstorm or noise phobia:

 Keep your dog inside during storms and provide them 
with a safe warm quiet place, crate training can be 
advantageous - please see article below.

 Play soothing music or white noise (constant humming 
in background) to drown out other noise

 Act calm and follow your normal routine so that your 
dog can see there is nothing to be scared of.

 Adaptil is a dog pheromone available in a diffuser or in 

a collar or bandana placed around your dog’s neck. It 
has a general calming effect on dogs.

 A thundershirt can help make some frightened dogs feel 
more secure.

 Herbal remedies such as Rescue Remedy may be of 
benefit in some cases.

 A Veterinary Behaviourist can help with desensitisation 
or conditioning programs.

 Some dogs require anti-anxiety medication to be 
dispensed by a veterinarian.

 It is ok to comfort your pet if they are scared and 
anxious - fear is emotion, not a behaviour.

 There are desensitistion CD’s available for noise 
sensitive dogs.

Contact any of our helpful staff if you require any further 
information to help your frightened furry friend!

This website shows an updated list of all fireworks being 
held in WA. This will help pet owners plan ahead, especially 
with dogs that become quite frightened by fireworks: http://
www.dmp.wa.gov.au/documents/Fireworks.pdf

TThere are many people who have never heard of ‘Crate 
Training’. This is a relatively new concept that is frequently 
used by dog trainers when training a new puppy. Crate 
training can also be useful for different situations during a 
dog’s life.

In a dog’s natural environment, dogs often have a place to 
hide so a covered crate makes for the perfect ‘den’ that your 
dog or puppy can feel comfortable and safe in.

A crate should be big enough to fit your puppy in once he/she 
is fully grown. Placing food and water bowls and appropriate 
bedding and toys will make this place a rewarding and 
encourage them to associate the crate with ‘fun’.

To begin with, feed you pup in the crate with the door open, 
encourage them to sleep in their bed within the crate. It 
won’t take long for your pup to get used to being fed in the 
crate whilst the door is open. Before long your pup should 
be happy to stay within their crate while the door is closed.

There will be occasions when you will be glad you crate 
trained your puppy at the very beginning, such as:

 Travelling – particularly on planes for domestic or 
international travel. This is stressful enough for any 
dog whatever their age, imagine how much happier the 
journey will be if your pet finds comfort in the pet carrier.

 Visitors - There may be occasions where you want to 
keep your pet out of harms way and know where they 
are, visitors can sometimes forget there are pets in the 
house and leave doors and gates open. You can have 
peace of mind knowing exactly where you pet is.

 Surgery – There may be an occasion where your vet 
advises cage rest for your pet after surgery, in these 
cases your pet will not be anxious about the confinement 
to their crate.

 

Barking - Barking can have a territorial cause. If your 
dog has been crate trained you can happily leave him 
in their crate and know they’re not running and barking 
up and down the garden fence. Crates can be a solution 
to your dog’s barking while your not home and reduced 
complaints from your neighbours.

 Toilet training – Crates make toilet training easier if you 
close the door of the crate when you feed them. Dogs 
do not like to toilet where they eat and sleep. You can 
then watch them eat and take them out for their toilet as 
soon as they have finished eating.Thus reinforcing going 
outside to toilet.

 Digging – Dogs that dig and have the ability to escape 
from a yard. If your pet is properly crate trained this can 
be used to assist with digging issues.

What ever the reasons are for crate training make it part of 
your pup’s education, it requires only a little effort your part 
and may prove to be the best choice you made later down 
the track.

THUNDERSTORM AND FIREWORKS PHOBIA IN DOgS

cRATE TRAININg


